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Emperor deceased I used but few words, because, in

truth, I saw it bred some trouble unto her to hear

him mentioned in that kind.    She answered me with

many courteous speeches and great acknowledging

of her own beholdingness to her Majesty; and, for

her son, she said she hoped he would do well, but

that for her own part she had given herself from the

world, and would not greatly stir from thenceforward

in it.    Then did I deliver to the Queen of France

her letter, she standing by the Empress; using such

speeches as I thought were fit for her double sorrow

and her Majesty's good-will unto her, confirmed by

her wise and noble governing of herself in the time

of her being in France/'    This lady, whom Sidney

must have known while he was Gentleman of the

King's Bedchamber in Paris four and a half years

earlier, was Elizabeth, daughter of Maximilian, and

widow of the French king, Charles the Ninth, who

had died wretchedly in 1574, tormented by delirious

recollections of the St. Bartholomew massacre.    She

had done all she could to promote peace between

the opposite parties in France, whereby, if no other

benefit resulted, she had  won  the  respect   of all

right-minded thinkers on both sides.    She was now

living in retirement with her mother, and preparing

to join the sisterhood of St. Anne.    " Her answer

was full of humbleness/' the ambassador reported ;

" but she spake so low that I could not understand

many of her words."

The few remaining days of Sidney's visit to
Prague were spent by him in studying the condition
of public affairs, and in converse with old friends,